
Cave trip report

1 Date 21 January 2023
2 Place Comal County. TX
3 Trip Purpose Resurvey of CC passage (Now LE passage)
4 Length/depth We surveyed a total of 128 meters, not counting the dome at the

beginning of the surveyed passage.
Altitude of
the entrance

5 Participants
and affiliation

John Caleb Crubaugh (Backsights)
Marco Ramos (Frontsights)
Ian Sullivan (Point)
Ethan Perrine (Book)

Aggie Grotto ASS
Underground Texas Grotto
UTG
↓

6 Duration of
the visit

Approx. 11.5 hours Entered @ 10:27 AM

7 Description
Main findings

Since Ethan wrote a great trip report with the specific things we
accomplished, I will focus my report on my first time experience
surveying and first Honey Creek Cave trip.

This was my first ever survey trip. I’ve been wanting to learn the process
since my early days of caving years ago, but never had the opportunity.
Even though it was a tedious process in brutal conditions, I loved it! I
have been on cave digs before, trip led, and helped out with events, but
I never felt passionate about those activities. I knew caving couldn’t
always be fun recreational trips so I’ve searched for something that I
enjoyed that also gives back to the caving community. This is it, and I'm
so excited I found it!

When I was told we would be lowered into the cave by a tractor, I didn’t
really know how to visualise it. It was much cooler than I expected. As we
were raised up by the tractor, I couldn’t help but smile from ear to ear



and continued to do so the whole way down. I’ve never seen such a
creative way to get cavers into a cave. It really is amazing.

Then came the swim. I understand why they recommend wetsuits for this
cave. Even the caves back in Kentucky usually just had water up to my
knees. This required swimming! The formations were cool to see and it
was nice to float down the passage with my swago. We then took a
break when we got to the passage we planned on surveying.

I expected the water in the cave, but didn't expect so much mud. It was
all throughout the passages we surveyed. It was so fun! I’d missed mud
like this in all the dry Texas caves I’ve gone to so far. We began the
survey process. It was a little uncoordinated while I was figuring out what
the heck azimuth and inclination meant, but after about 3 stations I had
it down. Ian would crawl ahead like crazy to set the stations, Ethan would
diligently sketch the passages, and Marco and I desperately tried to get
readings from the muddy, blurry instruments (I may have licked the
sightglass on that thing over 20 times this trip). Anyway, we seemed like
the perfect team. Things went smoothly for a long time. Near the end I
could tell we were starting to get tired. The measurements took a long
time to figure out and some were repeated due to exhausted
miscommunications. I started to crave the water and snacks I left in my
pack at the beginning of the passage. I won’t be doing that again. Ian
found a fork in the passage and we decided we had surveyed enough.
That was a good place to stop.

We headed back out with great speed. If it wasn’t for Ethan’s picture
taking that probably would have been record time! The thought of a nice
fire, drinks, and rest had me moving quite quickly. I had a sad feeling
though. I still wanted to see more of the cave, and even after that much
exhaustion, I would not have complained if we decided to do more.

We made it to the entrance, got our harnesses clipped in, and shook the
cable. As we went up, I still smiled as much as I did on the way in. It’s so



cool! We made it topside. By normal standards I would have expected to
be exhausted after that much work, but I wasn’t. Being in a cave seems
to fuel me with an unnatural amount of energy. I was ready to drink and
party the night away. Most of my other grotto members wished to sleep
though, so watched the stars for a while and called it a night. I had just
finished my longest cave trip and learned a skill I will carry through my
entire life (until I hopefully find or create a more durable DistoX). There’s
not a lot of nights I feel that accomplishment. I’ll forever be thankful for
the opportunity, and am so glad I got to go. I can’t wait to survey again!

8 Cave
conservation
Status

Good conservation status. The pit entrance is very hard to access.  I
don’t know much about the other entrance though. I saw no vandalism
or trash in the passages I went through, but don’t know about the many
other passages in the cave.

9 Cave Biology An albino cave salamander was seen in the water passage close to the
start of the LE passage that we surveyed.

10 Local
organisation
and contacts

Kurt Menking is the project manager.
Bill Steele and Patricia Calabrese seem to organise a lot of the trips.

kurt.menking@gmail.com
(210)325-5598

11 References/H
istory

12 Observation Ethan is great at taking pictures! I hope to use his slow and specific
methods for taking photos on future trips I go on. Quality over quantity.

Compiled By: John Caleb Crubaugh (Caleb)  (john.c.crubaugh@gmail.com)

Pictures: Ethan’s pictures in his report are amazing. I do have a few others though……
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The six ASS members that participated in that day's Honey Creek projects in front of the caver elevator.

(From Left to Right: Josh Zawislack, Even Bowen, Caleb Crubaugh, Jakob Denton, Josephine Shaw, Jenna Crabtree)

Photo taken by Kurt Menking



Rimstone pools in the water passageway

Photo taken by Caleb



Formation in the water passageway

Photo taken by Caleb


